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Course Description 
 
The module seeks to introduce students to epistemological assumptions underlying research 
designs and projects by focusing on the major philosophical and methodological debates in 
contemporary social sciences. The construction and comprehension of social reality, the 
question of objectivity, reason and rationality, causal explanations as opposed to 
interpretations and value judgments would be discussed and debated with reference to the 
works of some of the major sociologists and philosophers. Partially, the module would also 
engage with the processes of category formation, the influence of western assumptions and 
constructs—the processes of objectification of the erstwhile colonised world.  
 
1. Scientism, Inductive method and the question of causality and explanation 
Focuses on the philosophical and epistemological aspects of positivist social science and its 
critique. The Vienna Circle and theories of falsification become critical subjects of 
discussion.  
2. Interpretive method, understanding and inter-subjectivity 
Examines the interpretive social science, the influence of German romanticism, verstehend 
method and developments in cultural anthropology and ethnography. 
3. Post-modernism and feminist methodology--debating reason and rationality 
This session will focus largely on what are often called post structural or post-modern 
methods and feminist approaches to social research and their assumptions, standpoints and 
critiques. 
4. Eurocentrism, Category Formation in the Non-West and the subject of indigeneity 
In this section, students would be introduced to the processes of social construction of reality 
and the politics of knowledge--how the anxieties and assumptions of colonial modernity 
influenced key methods of sociological enquiry. Does the quest for indigeneity resolve this 
tension? 
5. Debates and Practices in Ethnography 
This session focuses on the emerging debates and practices in the field of ethnographic 
inquiry and the modes of representation of the ‘cultural other’. The discussion also tracks the 
questions of subjectivity-objectivity, reflexivity, experience and ethics in the practice of 
ethnography. 
6. Questions of Inter-disciplinarity and Social Inquiry. 
This session looks at a number of possible new directions the philosophy and methodology of 
social science might be taking at a critical juncture where disciplines are experiencing radical 
shifts in their form, content and institutional structures and practices.  
 
Course Evaluation 
 
This course is worth 4 credits - 2 credits for a research project and 2 credits for a combination 
of book review and presentations.  Apart from theend-term submission of a write up for the 
research project (of not more than 5000 words), there will be two mid-term assignments of 1 
credit each; 1. A book review with a focus on the methodological aspects along with a 



presentation and submission of a write up (of not more than 2500 words) on specific 
topics/themes. 2. A term paper to be submitted by deploying a specific 
method/technique on a topic from the course themes (of not more than 2500 words). Format 
of presentation,review, deadlines of submission and other modalities will be detailed and 
finalized during the introductory classes. The students before submitting their paper should 
give an undertaking that the term paper and project report are not plagiarized. 
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