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Course Type (Core/Optional): Core
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Credits: Four
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Course Objectives: As an instrumentality of inter-state conduct, International Law or
‘Law of Nations’ provides an organic framework of principles, rules and institutional
structure to regulate state behavior. It provides, among others, a basis for the ‘outlawry’
of war, pacific settlement of international disputes, prohibition of threat or use of force,
other specific challenges such as nuclear weapons, disarmament and terrorism as well as
rules on humanizing warfare and fixing international criminal responsibility. Within the
limits of time and space, the course seeks to provide basic understanding about the role
played by international legal frameworks for the regulation of conflicts and other
contemporary challenges (such as terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction) and related issues.

Learning OQutcomes: To impart an understanding as regards ‘taming the beast’ in the
human mind that threatens international peace and security as well as to realize that those
who violate International Law can be made accountable. It underscores as to how
International Law works effectively within the limits of state-centric international system.

Evaluation Method: Mid-semester and End-semester examinations

Course Content: see detailed course outline (attached)

Readings: see detailed course outline (attached)
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S.No. Name of Topic

1. Outlawry of War:
Covenant of League of Nations (1919); Pact of Paris (1928)

2. UN Charter Blueprint: Prohibition of the Threat or Use of Force

3. Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes
Role of the Political Organs of the UN (UNGA and UNSC)

4. Sanctions

5. International Humanitarian Law

6. International Criminal Responsibility

7. Non-liquet and Law of Disarmament

8. Legal Control of International Terrorism
9. International Humanitarian Intervention

10. International Watercourses Law
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