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  Jawaharlal Nehru University 
 

Special Centre for National Security Studies 
 

COURSE TITLE: NON-TRADITIONAL SECURITY STUDIES OF INDIA  
 

Course Number: SN-707 
Course Teacher: Dr Ankur Yadav 
Contact Details: Room No. 14, JNIAS Extn.; Email: ankuryadav@mail.jnu.ac.in 

Course Credit: 03 
Duration: One semester 
Instruction Method: Lectures, tutorials and seminars 
Evaluation Method:  Sessional work and semester examination 
Contact Hours: One hour after the class or by appointment 
 
Objective: 
 
The objective of the course is to provide an in-depth overview of India’s non-
traditional security (NTS) challenges. It includes conceptual overview, 
comprehensive and human security, actors and stakeholder of NTS, and Indian 
traditional thoughts on NTS. It covers various concepts and dimensions of non-
traditional security, Indian traditional thoughts on subject. The course intends to 
provide an in-depth understanding of the NTS, covering the different theoretical 
perspectives: Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism and Contemporary Security 
Discourses. It deals with various NTS challenges such as those pertaining to energy, 
environment, terrorism and transnational crime, migration and demography, water, 
food, health, social, economic, political, personal and community security. The 
course also deals with India’s responses to various NTS challenges. 
 
 
Course Outline 
 

 Introduction to Non-Traditional Security Studies: 
 Traditional and Non-Traditional Security: A Conceptual Overview  
 United Nations: Comprehensive Security and Human Security 
 NTS: Emerging Actors and Stakeholders 
 Indian Thought On the Concept of Non-Traditional Security 

 

 Theoretical Perspective: Traditional and Non-Traditional Security 
 Realism 
 Liberalism 
 Constructivism 
 Contemporary Security Discourses  

 

 The Non-Traditional Security Concerns and India’s Responses: 
 Energy Security  
 Environmental Security   
 Health Security: National Security and Pandemics (e.g. Covid-19) 
 Terrorism and Transnational Crime 
 Trans-Boundary river water Disputes 
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 Migration and Demography 
 Social and Economic Security  
 Political, Personal and Community security 

 
 
 

Readings 
 
Introduction to Non-Traditional Security Studies 

 Bajpai, K. P. and Harsh V. Pant (eds.) (2013), India’s National Security: A 
Reader, Oxford University Press: New Delhi. 

 Bajpai, K. P. (2003), “The Idea of Human Security”, International Studies, 
40(3):195-228. 

 Bajpai, K. P. (2000), “Human Security: Concept and Measurement,” Notre 
Dame: Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, University of 
Notre Dame. (pp. 1-64) 

 Banerjee, Dipankar (eds.) (2000), Security Studies in South Asia: Change 
and Challenges, New Delhi: Manohar. 

 Bisht, Medha (2014), “The Concept of ‘Order’ in Arthashastra: Re-engaging 
the Text”, South Asian Survey, 21(1-2): 211-226. 

 Dadwal, Shebonti Ray & Uttam Kumar Sinha (2015), Non-Traditional 
Security Challenges in Asia: Approaches and Responses, New Delhi: 
Routledge. 

 Gautam P.K. (2013), “Relevance of Kautilya's Arthasastra”, Strategic Analysis, 
37(1): 21-28. 

 Hough, Peter et al. (2015), International Security Studies: Theory and 
Practice, London: Routledge. 

 Jaishankar, S. (2020), The India Way: Strategies for an Uncertain World, 
India: Harper Collins. 

 Juutinen, Marko (2018), “Kautilyan Foreign Policy Analysis: Sino-Indian 
Dynamics in South Asia and the Indian Ocean region”, Journal of the Indian 
Ocean Region, 14(2): 206-226. 

 Mely, Caballero-Anthony & Ralf Emmers (2006), “Understanding the 
Dynamics of Securitizing Non-Traditional Security”, in Mely Caballero-
Anthony et al. (eds.), Non-Traditional Security in Asia: Dilemmas in 
Securitization, Singapore: Ashgate. 

 Mely, Caballero-Anthony (eds.) (2016), An Introduction to Non-Traditional 
Securities Studies: A Transnational Approach, London: Sage. (Chapter 1, 2, 
3). 

 Paranjpe, Shrikant (2013), India’s Strategic Culture: The Making of National 
Security Policy, New Delhi: Routledge. 

 United Nations, Human Development Report (1994), New York: United 
Nations Development Programme.   

 Walker, R.B.J. (1990), “Security, Sovereignty, and the Challenge of World 
Politics”, Alternatives, XV: 3-27. 
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Theoretical Perspective 

 Acharya, Amitav (2006), “Securitization in Asia: Functional and Normative 
Implications”, in Mely Caballero-Anthony et al. (eds.), Non-Traditional 
Security in Asia: Dilemmas in Securitization, Singapore: Ashgate. 

 Acharya, Amitav (2001), “Human Security: East Versus West?”, International 
Journal, 56(3). 

 Ayoob, Mohammed (1995), “State Making and Third World Security”, in The 
Third World Security Predicament: State Making, Regional Conflict, and the 
International System, Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 

 Ayoob, Mohammed (1997), “Defining Security: A Subaltern Realist 
Perspective”, in Keith Krause and Michael C. Williams, eds. Critical Security 
Studies: Concepts and Cases, London: UCL Press, pp.121-146. 

 Buzan, Barry (1983), People, States and Fear: The National Security Problem 
in International Relations, Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina 
Press. 

 Buzan, Barry &Lene Hansen (2009), “Widening and Deepening Security”, in 
Barry Buzan, &Lene Hansen, The Evolution of International Security Studies, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 Floyd, Rita (2011), “European Non-Traditional Security Theory: From Theory 
to Practice”, Geopolitics, History, and International Relations, 3(2): 152–179. 

 Hameiri, Shahar, and Lee Jones. "The politics and governance of non-
traditional security." International Studies Quarterly, 57.3 (2013): 462-473. 

 Mallavarapu, Siddharth (2008), International Relations Theory and Non-
Traditional Approaches to Security, WISCOMP. 

 Mely, Caballero-Anthony (2009), “Non-traditional Security and 
Multilateralism in Asia: Reshaping the Contours of Regional Security 
Architecture”, in Bates Gill and Michael Green (eds.), Asia’s New 
Multilateralism: Cooperation, Competition, and the Search for Community, 
New York: Columbia University Press, 306–328. 

 Mely, Caballero-Anthony (2008), “Non-traditional Security and Infectious 
Diseases in ASEAN: Going Beyond the Rhetoric of Securitization to Deeper 
Institutionalization”, The Pacific Review, 21(4): 507–525.  

 Mely Caballero-Anthony & Alistair Cook (2013), “NTS Framework”, in Mely 
Caballero-Anthony &Alistair Cook (eds.) Non-traditional Security in Asia: 
Issues, Challenges and Framework for Action, Singapore: ISEAS, 1–14.  

 Mukherjee, Rohan (2020), “Chaos as Opportunity: The United States and 
world order in India’s grand strategy”, Contemporary Politics, 26(4): 420-
438. 

 Walt, Stephen M. (1991), “The Renaissance of Security Studies”, International 
Studies Quarterly, 35: 211-239. 

 
The ‘Non-Traditional’ Security Concerns and India’s Response 

 Chellaney, Brahma (2011), Water: Asia’s New Battleground, Washington, DC: 
Georgetown University Press. 

 Curley, Melissa (2016), “Migration and Movements of People”, in Mely 
Caballero-Anthony (eds.), An Introduction to Non-TraditionalSecurities 
Studies: A Transnational Approach, London: Sage. 



Page 4 of 4 
 

 Dadwal, Shebonti Ray &Uttam Kumar Sinha (2015), Non-Traditional 
Security Challenges in Asia: Approaches and Responses,  New Delhi: 
Routledge. 

 Dadwal, Shebonti Ray (2013), The Geopolitics of America's Energy 
Independence: Implications for China, India and the Global Energy Market, 
IDSA Monograph, Series No. 30. 

 Emmers, R. (2003). “ASEAN and the securitization of transnational crime in 
Southeast Asia”, The Pacific Review,16(3), 419-438. 

 Evans, J. (2010), “Pandemics and national security”, Global Security 
Studies, 1(1):100-9. 

 Ewing, J. Jackson (2016), “Environmental Security”, in Mely Caballero-
Anthony (eds.), An Introduction to Non-TraditionalSecurities Studies: A 
Transnational Approach, London: Sage. 

 Hadiwinata, Bob S. (2016), “Poverty and Economic Security”, in Mely 
Caballero-Anthony (eds.), An Introduction to Non-TraditionalSecurities 
Studies: A Transnational Approach, London: Sage. 

 Kamath, P.M. (2001), “Terrorism in India: Impact on National Security”, 
Strategic Analysis, 25(9): 1081-1987. 

 King, Marcus DuBois (2016), “Water Security”, in Mely Caballero-Anthony 
(eds.), An Introduction to Non-TraditionalSecurities Studies: A 
Transnational Approach, London: Sage. 

 Pant, Harsh V & Ivan Lidarev (2018), “Indian Counterterrorism Policy and the 
Influence of the Global War on Terror”, India Review, 17(2): 181-208. 

 Peterson, Susan (2002), "Epidemic Disease and National Security", Security 
Studies, 12 (2): 43-81. 

 Prasad, Jayant and Shebonti Ray Dadwal (2017), Asian Strategic Review 
2017: Energy Security in Times of Uncertainty, IDSA: Pentagon Press. 

 Reichel, P., & Albanese, J. (Eds.). (2013), Handbook of transnational crime 
and justice. Sage. 

 Rushton, Simon (2016), “Health Security”, in Mely Caballero-Anthony (eds.), 
An Introduction to Non-TraditionalSecurities Studies: A Transnational 
Approach, London: Sage. 

 Rushton, S. (2011). “Global Health Security: Security for Whom? Security 
from What?”, Political Studies, 59(4), 779-796. 

 Sinha, Uttam Kumar (2016), Riverine Neighbourhood: Hydro-Politics in  
South Asia, IDSA: Pentagon Press. 

 Subramaniam, Arjun, “Challenges of Protecting India From Terrorism”, 
Terrorism and Political Violence, 24(3): 396-414. 

 Tankel, Stephen (2018), “Beyond the Double Game: Lessons from Pakistan’s 
Approach to Islamist Militancy”, Journal of Strategic Studies, 41(4): 545-575. 

 Tankel, Stephen (2016), “Confronting Pakistan's Support for Terrorism: Don't 
Designate, Calibrate”, The Washington Quarterly, 39(4): 165-179. 

 Tankel, Stephen (2014), “Indian Jihadism: The Evolving Threat”, Studies in 
Conflict & Terrorism, 37(7): 567-585.  

 Teng, Paul & Jonatan Lassa (2016), “Food Security”, in Mely Caballero-
Anthony (eds.), An Introduction to Non-TraditionalSecurities Studies: A 
Transnational Approach, London:Sage. 
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